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VACANT  DWELLING  UNITS  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
FOURTH  QUARTER  1955 


The  available1  vacancy  rate  for  the  United 
States  rose  slightly — from  2.3  percent  in  the 
third  quarter  to  2.7  percent  in  the  fourth 
quarter  1955 — according  to  the  results  of  sample 
surveys  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census , 
Department  of  Commerce.  The  increase  occurred 
entirely  in  the  "for  rent"  segment,  the  per¬ 
centage  having  risen  from  1.8  percent  in  the 
third  quarter  to  2.2  percent  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  The  "for  sale"  portion,  on  the  other 
hand,  remained  the  same,  0.5  percent. 

The  rise  in  the  available-for-rent  vacan¬ 
cies  in  the  United  States  resulted  very  largely 
from  the  increase  in  the  available  rental  supply 
in  the  South  and  in  the  North  Central  Regions. 
However,  the  highest  available  rental  rates 
in  the  fourth  quarter  were  in  the  West  and 
in  the  South — 3.2  and  3.0  percent,  respec¬ 
tively.  The  North  Central,  with  1.7  percent, 
was  next;  and  the  Northeast,  with  1.2  percent, 
continued  to  have  the  lowest  rate  of  the  four 
regions • 

The  percentage  increase  in  available  rental 
vacancies  was  greater  for  rural  housing  than  for 
urban  housing,  although  urban  units  continued  to 
make  up  a  larger  portion  of  the  rental  vacancies 
than  rural  units.  For  rural  housing,  the  avail¬ 
able  rental  vacancy  rate  rose  from  1.5  in  the 
third  quarter  to  2.0  percent  in  the  fourth  quar¬ 
ter;  and  for  urban  housing,  from  2.0  to  2.3  per¬ 
cent.  Further,  the  increase  in  the  available 
rental  vacancies  was  greater  for  housing  outside 
standard  metropolitan  areas  than  inside  the 
areas.  The  rate  outside  standard  metropolitan 
areas  increased  from  2.0  to  2.5  percent,  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1.7  to  1.9  peroent  inside  standard 
metropolitan  areas. 


1  An  available  vacant  dwelling  unit  is  a  unit  which  is 

intended  for  year-round  occupancy,  is  not  dilapidated, 

and  is  offered  for  rent  or  sale. 


In  addition  to  the  increase  in  the  avail¬ 
able  rental  vacancies,  there  seems  to  be  some 
indication  of  an  increase  in  vacant  units  "held 
off  the  market."  Such  vacancies  consist  of 
units  which  are  intended  for  year-round  occupancy 
and  are  not  dilapidated,  but  are  held  off  the 
rental  and  sale  market  by  the  owner  for  various 
reasons.  Inoluded  are  units  reserved  for  the 
owner's  occasional  use,  units  temporarily  not  on 
the  market  for  personal  reasons  of  the  owner, 
and  units  not  offered  for  rent  or  sale  because 
they  are  in  locations  where  there  is  little  de¬ 
mand  for  them.  The  owner's  intended  use  of  the 
unit  may  change  from  time  to  time,  so  that  a 
vacancy  may  shift  into  and  out  of  the  "held  off 
market"  category.  Because  of  the  instability  of 
this  classification,  the  change  from  the  third 
to  the  fourth  quarter  (1.6  percent  to  2.0  per¬ 
cent)  may  not  be  significant. 


Table  A. --VACANT  DWELLING  UNITS  BY  CONDITION  AND  STATUS, 
FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  1955  AND  1950 

(Percent  distribution) 


Condition  and  status 

Fourth 

quarter 

1955 

Third 

quarter 

1955 

Second 

quarter 

1955 

April 

1950 

All  dwelling  units.. 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Year-round  vacant: 

Not  dilapidated . 

5.1 

4*4 

4.3 

3.3 

For  rent  or  for  sale 

(available) . 

2.7 

2.3 

2.3 

1.6 

For  rent . 

2.2 

1.8 

1.8 

1.1 

For  sale  only . 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

Rented  or  sold,  await- 

ing  occupancy. ....... 

0.4 

0.5 

0.5 

}  1*7 

Held  off  market1 * . 

2.0 

1.6 

1.5 

Dilapidated1 . 

1.2 

1.1 

1.2 

1.1 

Seasonal1 . 

2.4 

2.6 

2.6 

2.5 

Occupied . 

91.3 

91.9 

91.9 

93.1 

1  Comprises  unoccupied  units  and  units  temporarily 
occupied  by  nonresidents,  that  is,  persons  with  usual 
residence  elsewhere. 


For  sale  by  the  Bureau  of  the  Census 
Price  10  cents 
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The  1955  fourth  quarter  statistics  are  av¬ 
erages  for  the  three  months,  October,  November, 
and  December.  Changes  since  the  previous  quar¬ 
ter  in  the  available-for-rent  vacancies  and  in 
those  held  off  the  market  are  discussed  above. 
For  other  types  of  vacant  units  (available  for 
sale  only,  already  rented  or  sold  but  not  yet 
occupied,  and  dilapidated)  and  for  seasonal 
units,  the  rates  for  the  United  States  as  a 
whole  remained  at  about  the  same  level  as  in  the 
second  and  third  quarters  1955  and  about  the 
same  as  in  April  1950.  For  some  of  the  sub¬ 
classes  of  vacant  units,  there  appear  to  be 
relatively  large  differences  from  quarter  to 
quarter;  care  should  be  used  in  making  compar¬ 
isons  between  quarters  for  distributions  based 
on  small  subclasses,  since  the  results  for  the 
1955  statistics  are  based  on  sample  surveys  and 
small  differences  may  not  be  significant. 

Available-for-rent  vacancies 

On  the  whole,  even  though  there  was  an  in¬ 
crease  in  available  rental  vacancies,  the  char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  units  changed  very  little 
since  the  second  quarter  1955,  when  the  first  of 
this  series  of  surveys  was  made.  During  the 
fourth  quarter,  the  average  (median)  size  of  the 
available  rental  vacancies  was  3.2  rooms.  Ap¬ 
proximately  one-seventh  (14  percent)  were  1-  or 
2-room  units  with  no  bedroom.  About  one-half 
(46  percent)  contained  only  1  bedroom;  and  the 
remainder  (40  percent)  had  2  bedrooms  or  more — 
the  type  of  unit  most  likely  to  be  suitable  for 
family  groups. 

Rental  vacancies  did  not  predominate  in  any 
one  type  of  structure.  Two  out  of  five  (40  per¬ 
cent)  were  single-unit  structures,  about  the 
same  proportion  (36  percent)  were  in  the  smaller 
multi-unit  structures  of  2  to  4  units,  and  the 
remainder  (24  percent)  were  in  properties  con¬ 
taining  5  or  more  apartments. 

At  the  time  of  the  survey,  a  substantial 
proportion  of  the  rental  vacancies  had  been  va¬ 
cant  for  only  a  short  period.  Approximately 
four-tenths  had  been  vacant  less  than  one  month. 
On  the  other  hand,  three-tenths  had  been  vacant 
for  four  months  or  longer. 

Data  on  rent  and  utilities  were  obtained 
only  for  nonfarm  vacancies.  Such  data  were  not 
obtained  for  farm  units  because  of  the  difficulty 
of  separating  the  rent  for  the  dwelling  unit 
from  the  rent  for  the  farm  land. 

The  median  monthly  rental  asked  for  nonfarm 
rental  vacancies  wa3  $48,  that  is,  half  the 
units  were  to  rent  for  less  than  $48  and  half 


were  to  rent  for  more  than  that  amount.  This 
is  little  different  from  the  corresponding  me¬ 
dian  of  $46  for  the  third  quarter  1955  but  higher 
than  the  $43  in  April  1950. 

The  median  rent  asked  for  vacant  units  does 
not  necessarily  represent  the  rent  level  of  all 
rental  units  (occupied  and  vacant).  Further, 
the  trend  in  rent  of  vacant  units  does  not  nec¬ 
essarily  reflect  the  change  in  the  general  rent 
level  since  the  earlier  period. 

Over  four- tenths  of  the  nonfarm  vacancies 
renting  for  less  than  $30  had  been  vacant  for 
four  months  or  longer.  On  the  other  hand,  only 
slightly  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  vacancies 
over  $75  had  been  vacant  for  as  long  as  four 
months. 

The  low  rental  vacancies  also  were  gener¬ 
ally  smaller  than  the  high  rental  group.  Where¬ 
as  four-tenths  of  the  nonfarm  rental  vacancies 
less  than  $30  contained  1  or  2  rooms,  only  one- 
tenth  of  those  over  $75  were  as  small. 

Rentals  for  three-tenths  of  the  nonfarm 
vacancies  included  amounts  for  all  utilities — 
heat,  water,  light,  and  cooking  fuel.  The  low 
rentals  included  all  utilities  less  frequently 
than  the  high  rentals.  Rentals  for  two-tenths 
of  the  vacancies  under  $30  included  all  utili¬ 
ties,  as  compared  with  four-tenths  of  the  rentals 
over  $75. 

Available  rental  vacancies  inside  standard 
metropolitan  areas  were  smaller,  generally  were 
apartments  rather  than  single-unit  houses,  had 
higher  rents,  and  had  been  vacant  for  shorter 
periods  of  time  than  those  outside  the  areas. 

Available-f or-sale  vacancies 

As  with  the  available  rental  vacancies, 
characteristics  of  vacancies  for  sale  in  the 
fourth  quarter  did  not  differ  significantly  from 
the  characteristics  of  vacancies  for  sale  in  the 
two  previous  quarters. 

The  average  (median)  size  of  vacancies  for 
sale  was  5.1  rooms.  The  bulk  of  the  vacancies 
for  sale  was  equally  divided  between  2-  and  3- 
bedroom  units;  approximately  two-fifths  were  in 
each  group.  The  remainder  was  divided  be¬ 
tween  units  containing  only  1  bedroom  and  those 
having  4  bedrooms  or  more  (9  and  13  percent, 
respectively) . 

Units  available  for  sale  tended  to  remain 
vacant  for  a  longer  period  than  rental  units. 
At  the  time  of  enumeration,  four-tenths  of  the 
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vacancies  for  sale,  compared  with  three-tenths 
of  the  rental  vacancies,  had  been  vacant  for 
four  months  or  longer. 

For  nonfarm  vacancies  for  sale,  the  median 
price  asked  was  $10,800,  which  is  virtually  the 
same  as  the  median  for  the  available-f or-sale 
vacancies  in  the  previous  quarter  but  consider¬ 
ably  higher  than  the  $8,500  median  for  the  supply 
available  in  April  1950.  The  price  is  the 
amount  asked  at  the  time  of  enumeration  and  may 
differ  from  the  selling  price.  Further,  the 
price  asked  is  for  units  that  are  vacant  and  may 
not  reflect  the  current  value  of  all  homes 
(occupied  and  vacant). 

Vacancies  for  sale  include  houses  that  have 
been  previously  occupied  as  well  as  newly  con¬ 
structed  ones.  The  latter  group  constitutes 
much  the  smaller  proportion  of  vacant  units  for 

sale. 


Total  year-round  vacancies 


During  the  fourth  quarter,  vacant  dwelling 
units  that  were  available  for  rent  or  available 
for  sale  comprised  less  than  half  the  total 
year-round  vacancies.  The  remaining  half  in¬ 
cluded  vacant  units  that  had  already  been  rented 
or  sold,  units  held  off  the  market  by  the  owner, 
and  dilapidated  units. 

Approximately  0.4  percent  of  the  total 
dwelling  units  were  vacant  units  which  had  been 
rented  or  sold  but  not  yet  occupied  (and  were 
for  year-round  use  and  not  dilapidated).  The 
count  of  units  in  this  group  is  often  included 
in  the  measure  of  the  potential  supply  of  avail¬ 
able  housing  because,  as  families  move  into 
them,  the  units  they  vacate  frequently  become 
available  for  occupancy.  The  proportion  of  such 
units  varied  only  slightly  from  one  region  to 
another. 

Vacant  units  held  off  the  rental  or  sale 
market  for  other  reasons  (and  for  year-round  use 
and  not  dilapidated)  amounted  to  2.0  percent  of 
the  total  inventory.  Some  were  held  for  occa¬ 
sional  occupancy  by  their  owners  and  some  were 
reserved  for  servants,  caretakers,  janitors,  and 
the  like;  others  were  held  off  the  market  for 
personal  reasons  of  the  owner;  and  still  others 
were  not  offered  for  rent  or  sale  because  they 
were  in  locations  where  there  was  little  demand 
for  housing,  especially  areas  where  the  popula¬ 


tion  in  recent  years  increased  very  little  or 
has  declined.  The  bulk  of  the  units  "held  off 
the  market"  were  in  rural  areas;  many  of  these 
were  left  standing  idle  by  farmers  who  culti¬ 
vated  the  land  but  did  not  use  the  house.  The 
West  had  the  largest  proportion  of  vacancies 
held  off  the  market  (3.8  percent),  and  the  North¬ 
east  had  the  smallest  (0.9  percent). 

Year-round  vacancies  which  were  dilapidated 
constituted  1.2  percent  of  the  total  housing. 
These  vacancies  were  found  largely  in  rural 
areas  where  there  was  little  or  no  demand  for 
housing  and  units  were  frequently  left  idle 
and  neglected.  Of  the  four  regions,  the  South 
continued  to  have  the  largest  proportion — 2.2 
percent . 

Because  of  their  structural  condition,  di¬ 
lapidated  vacancies  are  not  considered  part  of 
the  available  housing  supply,  although  some  of 
them  are  offered  for  rent  or  sale.  Vacancies  in 
the  dilapidated  group  are  among  the  units  most 
likely  to  drop  out  of  the  housing  inventory. 
Vacant  units  which  are  unfit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  or  deteriorated  to  the  extent  that  they  are 
no  longer  considered  living  quarters  are  not 
included  in  the  statistics  for  this  report. 

The  three  groups  of  year-round  vacancies 
(rented  or  sold,  held  off  market,  and  dilapi¬ 
dated),  added  to  the  available  vacancies,  bring 
the  total  year-round  vacancy  rate  to  6.3  percent. 

Seasonal  units 

Approximately  2.4  percent  of  the  total 
dwelling  units  were  seasonal  units  which  were 
either  vacant  or  occupied  temporarily  by  persons 
who  had  a  usual  residence  elsewhere.  About  half 
the  seasonal  units  were  in  the  Northeast,  and 
the  remainder  were  about  evenly  distributed 
throughout  the  three  other  regions. 

In  addition  to  vacation  homes  for  summer  or 
winter  recreational  use,  seasonal  units  include 
cabins  and  houses  reserved  for  loggers,  herders, 
or  migratory  farm  laborers  who  would  occupy  the 
quarters  during  the  work  season.  Vacation  homes 
for  use  during  the  summer  constituted  over 
three- fourths  of  the  seasonal  units.  The  great 
majority  of  the  seasonal  units  were  located  in 
resort  areas  outside  cities,  and  a  small  pro¬ 
portion  were  on  farms  for  the  use  of  migrant 
laborers. 
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Table  1.— VACANT  WELLING  UNITS  BY  CONDITION  AND  STATUS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  BY  REGIONS:  FOURTH  QUARTER  1955 

AND  APRIL  1950 

(Percent  distribution) 


Condition  and  status 

Fourth  quarter  1955 

April  1950 

United 

States 

North¬ 

east 

North 

Central 

South 

West 

United 

States 

North¬ 

east 

North 

Central 

South 

West 

All  dwelling  units . . 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Year-round  vacant: 

Not  dilapidated . 

5.1 

2.9 

3.9 

6.4 

8.4 

3.3 

2.5 

2.6 

3.9 

5.0 

For  rent  or  for  sale  ( available ) . 

2.7 

1.6 

2.1 

3.5 

4.1 

1.6 

1.1 

1.1 

2.0 

2.7 

For  rent . 

2.2 

1.2 

1.7 

3.0 

3.2 

1.1 

0.7 

0.7 

1.5 

2.0 

For  sale  only . 

0.5 

0.4 

0.4 

0.5 

0.9 

0.5 

0.4 

0.4 

0.5 

0.7 

Rented  or  sold,  awaiting  occupancy. . . 

0.4 

0.4 

0.4 

0.3 

0.5 

}  1‘7 

1  . L 

1.9 

2.3 

Held  off  market1 . 

2.0 

0.9 

1.4 

2.6 

3.8 

Dilapidated1 . . 

1.2 

0.3 

0.9 

2.2 

1.0 

1.1 

0.4 

0.8 

2.2 

1.0 

Seasonal1 . 

2.4 

4.9 

1.4 

1.3 

2.4 

2.5 

3.9 

2.2 

1.4 

2.3 

Occupied . 

91.3 

91.9 

93.8 

90.1 

88.2 

93.1 

93.2 

94.4 

92.5 

91.7 

1  Comprises  unoccupied  units  and  units  temporarily  occupied  by  nonresidents,  that  is,  persons  with  usual  residence 
elsewhere. 


Table  2 - VACANT  DWELLING  UNITS  BY  CONDITION  AND  STATUS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  INSIDE  AND  OUTSIDE 

STANDARD  METROPOLITAN  AREAS:  FOURTH  QUARTER  1955  AND  APRIL  1950 

(Percent  distribution) 


Condition  and  status 

Fourth  quarter  1955 

April  1950 

Total 

Inside 

standard 

metropolitan 

areas 

Outside 

standard 

metropolitan 

areas 

Total 

Inside 

standard 

metropolitan 

areas 

Outside 

standard 

metropolitan 

areas 

All  dwelling  units . 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Year-round  vacant: 

Not  dilapidated . 

5.1 

4.0 

6.5 

3.3 

2.8 

4.0 

For  rent  or  for  sale  (available) . 

2.7 

2.5 

2.9 

1.6 

1.6 

1.6 

For  rent . 

2.2 

1.9 

2.5 

1.1 

1.1 

1.2 

For  sale  only . 

0.5 

0.6 

0.4 

0.5 

0.5 

0.4 

Rented  or  sold,  awaiting  occupancy... 

0.4 

0.5 

0.3 

1  17 

1  P 

o  z 

Held  off  market1 . 

2.0 

1.0 

3.3 

J 

JL  m 

Dilapidated1 . 

1.2 

0.4 

2.2 

1.1 

0.4 

2.0 

Seasonal1 . 

2.4 

1.1 

4.2 

2.5 

1.1 

4.0 

Occupied . 

91.3 

94.5 

87.1 

93.1 

95.7 

90.0 

1  See  footnote  1,  table  1. 


Table  3.— VACANT  WELLING  UNITS  BY  CONDITION  AND  STATUS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES,  URBAN  AND  RURAL: 

FOURTH  QUARTER  1955  AND  APRIL  1950 

(Percent  distribution) 


Condition  and  status 

Fourth  quarter  1955 

April  1950 

Total 

Urban 

Rural 

Total 

Urban 

Rural 

All  dwelling  units..... . 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Year-round  vacant: 

Not  dilapidated . 

5.1 

4.2 

6.6 

3.3 

2.7 

4.4 

For  rent  or  for  sale  (available) . 

2.7 

2.8 

2.3 

2.5 

1.6 

1.7 

1.5 

For  rent . 

2.2 

2.0 

1.1 

1.2 

0.5 

1.0 

For  sale  onlv . 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

0.9 

0.5 

0.5 

0.5 

Rented  or  sold,  awaiting  occupancy... 
Held  off  market1 . 

0.4 

2.0 

1.2 

0.3 

3.8 

2.4 

}  - 

1.0 

2.9 

Dilapidated1 . 

0.5 

J 

]  .1 

0.3 

n  6 

2.5 

Seasonal1 . 

2,4 

0  6 

5  6 

P  5 

5.8 

87.3 

Occupied . 

91.3 

94.7 

85.4 

93.1 

96.4 

See  footnote  1,  table  1. 
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Table  4 . — CHARACTERISTICS  OF  AVAILABLE  VACANT  DWELLING  UNITS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES:  FOURTH  QUARTER  1955 

(Percent  distribution) 


Characteristic 


AVAILABLE  VACANT  UNITS  FOR  RENT 
Number  of  Rooms  in  Unit 


Total . 

1  to  2  rooms . 

3  rooms . 

4  roams . 

5  rooms  or  more . 

Median  number  of  rooms 


Number  of  Bedrooms  in  Unit 


Total . 

No  bedroom . 

1  bedroom . 

2  bedrooms . . . 

3  bedrooms  or  more . 

Number  of  Dwelling  Units 
in  Structure 


Total . 

1  dwelling  unit . 

2  dwelling  units . 

3  to  4  dwelling  units .... 
5  to  9  dwelling  units .... 
10  dwelling  units  or  more 


Duration  of  Vacancy  at  Time 
of  Enumeration 


Total . . 

Less  than  1  month, 

1  to  2  months . . . . , 

2  to  4  months...., 
4  months  or  more . 


Percent 

Characteristic 

AVAILABLE  VACANT  UNITS  FOR  SALE 

Number  of  Rooms  in  Unit 

100 

Total . 

28 

3  rooms  or  less . 

33 

4  roans . . 

20 

5  T’nnm.q . . . . . 

19 

6  rooms  or  more . 

3.2 

Median  number  of  rooms . 

Number  of  Bedrooms  in  Unit 

100 

14 

46 

2  hftiirnnmfl . . . . . . 

29 

3  hpdrnnTTiR . . . . . . 

11 

4  bedrooms  or  more . 

Number  of  Dwelling  Units 

in  Structure 

100 

Total . . . . . . . 

40 

18 

1  dwelling  unit . 

18 

2  dwelling  units. . . . 

13 

3  dwelling  units  or  more . 

11 

Duration  of  Vacancy  at  Time 

of  Enumeration 

100 

Total . 

36 

Less  than  1  month . 

16 

1  to  2  months . 

18 

2  to  4  months . . . 

30 

4  months  or  more . 

Percent 


100 


7 

23 

31 

39 


5.1 


100 


9 

39 

39 

13 


100 

90 

8 

2 


100 


19 

14 

27 

40 


Table  5. —MONTHLY  RENT  AND  SALE  PRICE  ASKED  FOR  NONFARM  AVAILABLE  VACANT  DWELLING  UNITS,  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES: 

FOURTH  QUARTER  1955  AND  APRIL  1950 

(Percent  distribution) 


Monthly  rent 

Fourth 

quarter 

1955 

April 

1950 

Sale  price  asked 

Fourth 

quarter 

1955 

April 

1950 

NONFARM  AVAILABLE  VACANT 

NONFARM  AVAILABLE  VACANT 

UNITS  FOR  RENT 

UNITS  FOR  SALE1 

Total . 

100 

100 

Total . . . 

100 

100 

T  +.hnn  $30 .  . . 

22 

27 

-hhnn  $5^000. . . . . 

12 

17 

$30  to  $39!, . 

16 

18 

$5,000  to  $7^999 . 

19 

27 

$40  to  $49 . 

14 

15 

$8^000  to  $9^999 . 

12 

22 

$50  to  $59 . 

18 

11 

$10,000  to  $14,999 . 

30 

21 

$60  to  $74 . 

18 

11 

$  1  5 j HOD  nr  more. . . 

27 

12 

$75  to  $99 . 

9 

10 

$  100  nr  Tnnre . 

3 

7 

Mfirtl'fl’n  price . . . 

$10,800 

$8,500 

Median  rent . 

$48 

$43 

l 


Restricted  to  1-dwelling-unit  properties  without  business 
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DEFINITIONS  AND  EXPLANATIONS 

Except  for  the  few  instances  noted  below,  the 
concepts  and  definitions  used  in  the  1955  quarterly 
survey  are  identical  with  those  used  in  the  1950 
Census.  However,  the  content  of  the  1955  survey 
differed  slightly  from  the  1950  Census.  In  1955, 
hut  not  in  1950,  information  was  collected  on  the 
number  of  bedrooms,  duration  of  vacancy,  and  inclu¬ 
sion  of  utilities  in  rent.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
1950  Census  Included  questions  on  plumbing  facili¬ 
ties  and  year  built.  In  both  years,  information  was 
obtained  on  number  of  rooms  in  the  unit,  number  of 
dwelling  units  in  the  structure,  condition,  status, 
monthly  rent,  and  sale  price. 

The  major  portion  of  the  1955  definitions  is 
presented  below.  More  complete  definitions  and  ex¬ 
planations,  as  well  as  some  discussion  of  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  concepts,  are  contained  in  1950  Census 
of  Housing,  Volume  I,  General  Characteristics. 

Urban-rural  residence.— Urban  housing  comprises 
all  dwelling  units  in  (a)  places  of  2,500  inhabit¬ 
ants  or  more  incorporated  as  cities,  boroughs,  and 
villages,  (b)  Incorporated  towns  of  2,500  inhabit¬ 
ants  or  more  except  in  New  England,  New  York,  and 
Wisconsin,  where  "towns"  are  simply  minor  civil 
divisions  of  counties,  (c)  the  densely  settled  urban 
fringe  around  cities  of  50,000  Inhabitants  or  more. 
Including  both  Incorporated  and  unincorporated  areas, 
and  (d)  unincorporated  places  of  2,500  inhabitants 
or  more  outside  any  urban  fringe.  The  remaining 
dwelling  units  are  classified  as  rural. 

The  urban  classification  thus  Includes,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  dwelling  units  in  urban  places,  the  hous¬ 
ing  in  closely  settled  areas  in  the  vicinity  of 
large  cities.  These  areas,  known  as  the  "urban 
fringe,"  were  established  to  conform  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  the  actual  boundaries  of  thickly  settled 
territory,  usually  characterized  by  a  closely  spaced 
street  pattern.  Urban  fringe  areas  were  set  up  for 
each  city  of  50,000  Inhabitants  or  more  just  prior 
to  the  1950  Census.  Thus,  some  concentrations  of 
new  housing  just  outside  the  urban  fringe  may  be 
classified  as  rural. 

The  definition  for  urban  housing,  given  above, 
is  that  used  for  the  1950  Census.  The  identifica¬ 
tion  and  boundaries  of  urban  places  and  urban  fringes 
established  for  the  1950  Census  were  not  brought  up 
to  date  for  the  1955  statistics  so  that  the  desig¬ 
nation  of  urban  housing  is  the  same  for  both  years. 

The  rural  classification  comprises  a  variety  of 
residences,  such  as  isolated  homes  in  the  open  coun¬ 
try  and  dwelling  units  in  villages  and  hamlets  of 
fewer  than  2,500  inhabitants. 

Nonfarm  residence. — Nonfarm  dwelling  units  are 
defined  to  include  all  units  not  on  farms.  For  oc¬ 
cupied  units,  the  farm-nonfarm  classification  is 
based  on  the  respondent’s  reply  to  the  question,  "Is 
this  house  on  a  farm?"  Farm  residence  is,  therefore. 


determined  without  regard  to  the  occupation  of  the 
members  of  the  household  and  reflects  local  usage 
rather  than  the  uniform  application  of  an  objective 
definition. 

Dwelling  units  located  on  farm  land  where  cash 
rent  is  paid  for  the  house  and  yard  only,  and  dwell¬ 
ing  units  on  institutional  grounds  and  in  summer 
camps  and  tourist  courts,  were  classified  as  nonfarm. 

For  vacant  units,  the  farm-nonfarm  classifi¬ 
cation  depends  on  whether  the  residents  in  the  vi¬ 
cinity  consider  the  place  to  be  a  farm.  Because  of 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  reliable  classifica¬ 
tion  for  many  vacant  units  in  rural  areas,  no  sepa¬ 
rate  vacancy  rates  are  provided  for  farm  and  nonfarm 
units.  However,  the  classification  is  considered 
sufficiently  reliable  to  provide  percentage  distribu¬ 
tions  for  rent  and  value  data,  which  are  restricted 
to  nonfarm  units. 

Standard  metropolitan  areas. — Except  in  New 
England,  a  standard  metropolitan  area  is  a  county  or 
group  of  contiguous  counties  which  contains  at  least 
one  city  of  50,000  Inhabitants  or  more  at  the  time 
of  the  1950  Census.  Counties  contiguous  to  the  one 
containing  such  a  city  are  Included  in  a  standard 
metropolitan  area  if  according  to  certain  criteria 
they  are  essentially  metropolitan  in  character  and 
socially  and  economically  integrated  with  the  cen¬ 
tral  city.  In  New  England,  towns  and  cities  were 
the  units  used  in  defining  standard  metropolitan 
areas.  Here  a  population  density  criterion  was  ap¬ 
plied  rather  than  the  criteria  relating  to  metropol¬ 
itan  character. 

Statistics  for  "Inside  standard  metropolitan 
areas"  in  table  2  are  for  all  vacant  dwelling  units — 
urban  and  rural,  farm  and  nonfarm— which  are  located 
within  the  counties  and  places  comprising  standard 
metropolitan  areas. 

For  a  list  of  all  standard  metropolitan  areas, 
and  their  constituent  counties  (cities,  towns), 
refer  to  the  individual  chapters  (or  bulletins)  in 
the  1950  Census  of  Housing,  Volume  I,  General  Char¬ 
acteristics;  or  to  the  1950  Census  of  Population, 
Volume  I,  Number  of  Inhabitants,  or  Volume  II,  Char¬ 
acteristics  of  the  Population,  Part  1,  United  States 
Summary. 

The  standard  metropolitan  areas  were  established 
at  the  time  of  the  1950  Census.  Both  the  1950  and 
1955  statistics  relate  to  these  same  (168)  areas. 
A  map  identifying  the  standard  metropolitan  areas  and 
their  location  is  given  on  page  12  of  this  report. 

Dwelling  units.— In  general,  a  dwelling  unit  is 
a  group  of  rooms  or  a  single  room  .  occupied  or  in¬ 
tended  for  occupancy  as  separate  living  quarters  by 
a  family  or  other  group  of  persons  living  together 
or  by  a  person  living  alone. 

Ordinarily,  a  dwelling  unit  is  a  house,  an 
apartment,  or  a  flat.  A  dwelling  unit  may  be  located 
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in  a  structure  devoted  to  business  or  other  non- 
residential  use,  such  as  quarters  in  a  warehouse 
where  the  watchman  lives  or  a  merchant’s  quarters  in 
back  of  his  shop.  Trailers,  boats,  tents,  and  rail¬ 
road  cars,  when  occupied  as  living  quarters,  are 
Included  in  the  dwelling  unit  inventory;  if  vacant, 
however,  such  accommodations  are  excluded. 

A  group  of  rooms,  occupied  or  intended  for  oc¬ 
cupancy  as  separate  living  quarters,  is  a  dwelling 
unit  if  it  has  separate  cooking  equipment  or  sepa¬ 
rate  entrance.  A  single  room,  occupied  or  intended 
for  occupancy  as  separate  living  quarters,  is  a 
dwelling  unit  if  it  has  separate  cooking  equipment 
or  if  it  constitutes  the  only  living  quarters  in  the 
structure.  Each  apartment  in  a  regular  apartment 
house  is  a  dwelling  unit  even  though  it  may  not  have 
separate  cooking  equipment.  Apartments  in  residen¬ 
tial  hotels  are  dwelling  units  if  they  have  separate 
cooking  equipment  or  consist  of  two  or  more  rooms. 
Since  it  is  customary  in  some  localities  for  the  in¬ 
tended  occupants  to  furnish  their  own  cooking  equip¬ 
ment,  vacant  units  were  considered  as  having  cooking 
equipment  if  they  were  currently  equipped  with  or  if 
the  last  occupants  had  such  equipment. 

Living  quarters  of  the  following  types  are  not 
included  in  the  dwelling  unit  inventory;  Sleeping 
rooms  in  rooming  houses;  transient  accommodations 
(tourist  courts,  hotels,  etc.,  predominantly  for 
transients);  and  barracks  for  workers  (railroad, 
construction,  etc.).  Living  quarters  in  institu¬ 
tions  (for  delinquent  or  dependent  children,  handi¬ 
capped  persons,  the  aged,  prisoners,  etc.),  general 
hospitals,  and  military  installations  are  likewise 
excluded  from  the  dwelling  unit  inventory  except  for 
dwelling  units  in  buildings  containing  only  family 
quarters  for  staff  members. 

Occupied  dwelling  units.— A  dwelling  unit  is 
occupied  if  a  person  or  group  of  persons  was  living 
in  it  at  the  time  of  enumeration  or  if  the  occupants 
were  only  temporarily  absent,  as  for  example,  on 
vacation.  The  persons  living  in  the  unit  must  con¬ 
sider  it  their  usual  place  of  residence  or  have  no 
usual  place  of  residence  elsewhere.  The  count  of 
occupied  dwelling  units  is  the  same  as  the  count 
of  households.  (See  also  section  on  ’’Nonresident 
dwelling  units.’’) 

Nonresident  dwelling  units. — A  nonresident 
dwelling  unit  is  a  unit  which  is  occupied  temporar¬ 
ily  by  persons  who  usually  live  elsewhere,  provided 
the  usual  place  of  residence  is  held  for  the  house¬ 
hold  and  is  not  offered  for  rent  or  for  sale.  For 
example,  a  beach  cottage  occupied  at  the  time  of 
enumeration  by  a  family  which  has  a  usual  place  of 
residence  in  the  city  is  considered  a  nonresident 
unit.  Their  house  in  the  city  would  be  reported 
’’occupied"  and  would  be  included  in  the  count  of 
occupied  units  since  the  occupants  are  only  tempo¬ 
rarily  absent. 

Nonresident  units  In  the  1955  statistics  are 
included  with  seasonal  units  or  with  year-round 


vacant  units  as  dilapidated,  or  not  dilapidated  but 
held  off  the  market,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  the  1950 
reports,  the  nonresident  units  were  shown  as  a  sep¬ 
arate  category;  for  comparison  with  the  1955  results, 
however,  these  units  were  distributed  among  sea¬ 
sonal,  dilapidated,  and  not  dilapidated  units  held 
off  the  market. 

Vacant  dwelling  units. — A  dwelling  unit  (fur¬ 
nished  or  unfurnished)  is  vacant  if  no  persons  were 
living  in  it  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  except  when 
its  occupants  were  only  temporarily  absent.  Dilapi¬ 
dated  vacant  dwelling  units  were  included  if  they 
were  intended  for  occupancy  as  living  quarters;  how¬ 
ever,  if  the  unit  was  unfit  for  use  and  beyond  re¬ 
pair  so  that  it  was  no  longer  considered  living 
quarters,  it  was  excluded  from  the  inventory.  New 
units  not  yet  occupied  were  enumerated  as  vacant 
dwelling  units  if  construction  had  proceeded  to  the 
point  that  all  the  exterior  windows  and  doors  were 
installed  and  final  usable  floors  were  in  place; 
otherwise,  potential  units  under  construction  were 
not  Included.  Unoccupied  units  held  off  the  market 
for  various  reasons  and  units  recently  rented  or 
sold  but  not  yet  occupied  are  considered  vacant. 

Vacant  sleeping  rooms  in  lodginghouses,  tran¬ 
sient  accommodations,  barracks,  and  other  quarters 
not  defined'  as  dwelling  units  are  not  Included  in 
the  statistics  in  this  report.  (See  section  on 
"Dwelling  units.*') 

Seasonal  units'. — Seasonal  dwelling  units  are 
those  Intended  for  occupancy  during  only  a  portion 
of  the  year  and  are  found  primarily  in  resort  areas. 
In  farm  areas,  dwelling  units  used  for  only  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  year  to  house  migratory  workers  employed 
during  the  crop  season  are  classified  as  seasonal. 

Seasonal  units  comprise  unoccupied  seasonal 
units  and  seasonal  units  temporarily  occupied  by 
nonresidents.  Units  in  resort  areas  occupied  by 
persons  who  considered  the  unit  their  usual  place  of 
residence  or  had  no  other  place  of  residence  are 
classified  as  occupied.  (See  also  section  on  "Occu¬ 
pied  dwelling  units.") 

Year-round  vacant  units. — Year-round  units  are 
those  intended  for  year-round  occupancy,  even  though 
they  may  not  be  in  use  the  year  round.  In  resort 
areas,  a  dwelling  unit  which  Is  usually  occupied  on 
a  year-round  basis  was  considered  a  year-round  unit. 
On  the  other  hand,  a  dwelling  unit;  located  in  the 
closely  built-up  area  of  a  nonresort  city  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  "year-round"  unit  even  though  it  may  be 
occupied  only  part  of  the  year.  As  indicated  above, 
year-round  units  temporarily  occupied  by  persons 
with  usual  residence  elsewhere  are  included  with 
year-round  vacant  units. 

Condition  of  dwelling  unit . — The  structural 
condition  of  a  dwelling  unit  is  considered  one  of 
the  measures  of  the  quality  of  housing.  To  measure 
condition,  the  vacant  dwelling  units  were  classified 
as  "not  dilapidated"  or  "dilapidated." 


8 


A  dwelling  unit  was  reported  as  dilapidated 
when  it  had  serious  deficiencies,  was  rundown  or 
neglected,  or  was  of  inadequate  original  construc¬ 
tion,  so  that  it  did  not  provide  adequate  shelter  or 
protection  against  the  elements  or  endangered  the 
safety  of  the  occupants.  A  dwelling  unit  was  re¬ 
ported  as  dilapidated  if,  because  of  either  deterio¬ 
ration  or  inadequate  original  construction,  it  was 
below  the  generally  accepted  minimum  standard  for 
housing  and  should  be  torn  down  or  extensively  re¬ 
paired  or  rebuilt. 

The  types  of  deficiencies  used  in  determining 
condition  relate  to  weather  tightness,  extent  of 
disrepair,  hazards  to  safety,  and  Inadequate  or 
makeshift  construction.  Deficiencies  which  could  be 
revealed  only  by  an  engineering  survey,  or  such  de¬ 
ficiencies  as  inadequate  light  or  ventilation,  or 
the  presence  of  dampness  or  infestation,  were  not 
included  among  the  criteria  for  determining  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  dwelling  unit. 

Specifically,  a  dwelling  unit  was  reported  as 
dilapidated  if— 

1.  It  had  one  or  more  critical  deficiencies, 
as  for  example — 

a.  Holes,  open  cracks,  rotted,  loose,  or 
missing  materials  over  a  considerable  area  of  the 
foundation,  outside  walls,  roof,  or  inside  walls, 
floors,  or  ceilings. 

b.  Substantial  sagging  of  floors,  walls, 

oi  roof . 

c.  Extensive  damage  by  storm,  flood,  or 

fire ; 

or 

2.  It  had  a  combination  of  minor  defici¬ 
encies  which  were  present  in  sufficient  number  and 
extent  to  give  evidence  that  the  unit  did  not  pro¬ 
vide  adequate  shelter  or  protection  against  the  ele¬ 
ments  or  was  physically  unsafe.  Examples  of  these 
deficiencies  are — 

a.  Holes,  open  cracks,  rotted,  loose,  or 
missing  materials  over  a  small  area. 

b.  Shaky  or  unsafe  porch,  steps,  or 
railings. 

c.  Broken  or  missing  window  panes. 

d.  Rotted  or  loose  window  frames  which 
are  no  longer  rainproof  or  windproof. 

e.  Damaged,  unsafe,  or  makeshift  chimney, 

f.  Broken,  loose,  or  missing  inside  stair 
treads  or  risers,  balusters,  or  railings. 

g.  Deep  wear  on  doorsills,  doorframes, 
outside  or  inside  steps,  or  floors; 

or 

3.  It  was  of  inadequate  original  construc¬ 
tion.  Examples  of  inadequate  original  construction 
are — 

a.  Makeshift  walls. 

b.  Lack  of  foundation. 

c.  Dirt  floors. 

d.  Inadequately  converted  cellars,  ga¬ 
rages,  barns,  and  similar  places 4 


The  enumerator  determined  the  condition  of  the 
dwelling  unit  on  the  basis  of  his  own  observation. 
He  was  instructed  to  appraise  the  condition  of 
units  uniformly,  regardless  of  the  neighborhood. 
The  enumerator  was  provided  with  detailed  written 
Instructions  and  with  pictures  illustrating  the 
concepts  "deterioration"  and  "inadequate  original 
construction." 

Although  the  enumerator  was  provided  with  de¬ 
tailed  oral  and  written  instructions  and  with  visual 
aids,  it  was  not  possible  to  eliminate  completely 
the  element  of  judgment  in  the  enumeration  of  this 
item.  It  is  possible  that  some  enumerators  obtained 
too  large  or  too  small  a  count  of  dilapidated  units. 
However,  with  the  large  number  of  enumerators  in¬ 
volved,  it  is  likely  that  such  deviations  tend  to  be 
offsetting. 

Available  vacant  units. — This  category  provides 
a  measure  of  vacant  dwelling  units  which  are  on  the 
housing  market  for  year-round  occupancy.  It  con¬ 
sists  of  units  which  are  for  year-round  occupancy, 
are  not  dilapidated,  and  are  being  offered  for  rent 
or  sale.  Excluded  are  seasonal  units,  dilapidated 
units,  and  units  already  rented  or  sold  or  not  on 
the  rental  or  sale  market  for  other  reasons.  The 
count  of  available  vacancies  constitutes  a  more 
effective  measure  of  the  supply  of  vacant  housing 
than  does  the  count  of  total  vacancies.  This  cate¬ 
gory  is  comparable  with  the  1950  category  "Nonsea- 
sonal  not  dilapidated,  for  rent  or  sale." 

The  category  "For  rent"  consists  of  vacant 
units  offered  for  rent  as  well  as  those  being  offered 
both  for  rent  and  for  sale.  The  category  "For  sale 
only"  is  limited  to  units  for  sale  and  not  for  rent. 
If  a  unit  was  located  in  a  multi-unit  structure 
which  was  for  sale  as  an  entire  structure,  and  if 
the  unit  was  not  for  rent,  it  was  reported  as  "held 
off  market."  However,  in  a  2-  or  3-dwelllng-unit 
structure  which  was  for  sale,  the  unit  intended  to 
be  occupied  by  the  owner  was  reported  as  for  sale. 

Vacant  units  rented  or  sold. — This  group  con¬ 
sists  of  year-round  not  dilapidated  vacant  units 
which  have  been  rented  or  sold  but  the  new  renters 
or  owners  have  not  moved  in  as  of  the  day  of  enumer¬ 
ation.  In  the  1950  statistics,  such  units  are  shown 
in  combination  with  year-round  not  dilapidated  va¬ 
cant  units  held  off  the  market. 

Vacant  units  held  off  the  market. — Included  in 
this  category  are  year-round  not  dilapidated  units 
which  were  vacant  for  reasons  other  than  those  men¬ 
tioned  above:  for  example,  held  for  occupancy  of  a 
caretaker,  janitor,  and  the  like;  held  for  settle¬ 
ment  of  estate ;  held  for  personal  reasons  of  the 
owner;  temporarily  used  for  storage;  and  temporarily 
occupied  by  persons  who  have  a  usual  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  elsewhere.  In  the  1950  statistics,  such  units 
are  shown  in  combination  with  year-round  not  dilapi¬ 
dated  vacant  units,  rented  or  sold,  as  "nonseasonal 
not  dilapidated,  not  for  rent  or  sale"  units. 
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Number  of  rooms ♦ — All  rooms  which  are  to  be 
used,  or  are  suitable  for  use,  as  living  quarters 
were  counted  In  determining  the  number  of  rooms  in 
the  dwelling  unit.  Included  are  kitchens,  bedrooms, 
dining  rooms,  living  rooms,  and  permanently  enclosed 
sunporches  of  substantial  size;  and  finished  basement 
or  attic  rooms,  recreation  rooms,  or  other  rooms 
suitable  for  use  as  living  quarters.  A  kitchenette 
or  half-room  which  is  partitioned  off  from  floor  to 
ceiling  was  counted  as  a  separate  room,  but  a  com¬ 
bined  kitchenette  and  dinette  separated  only  by 
shelves  or  cabinets  was  counted  as  only  one  room. 
Not  counted  as  rooms  were  bathrooms,  strip  or  pull- 
man  kitchens,  halls  or  foyers,  alcoves,  pantries, 
laundries,  closets  or  storage  space,  and  unfinished 
basement  or  attic  rooms  not  suitable  for  living 
quarters. 

The  median  number  of  rooms  is  the  theoretical 
value  which  divides  the  dwelling  units  equally,  one- 
half  having  more  rooms  and  one-haTf  having  fewer 
rooms  than  the  median.  In  the  computation  of  the 
median,  a  continuous  distribution  was  assumed.  For 
example,  when  the  median  was  in  the  3- room  group, 
the  lower  and  upper  limits  were  assumed  to  be  2.5 
and  3.5,  respectively.  Tenths  were  used  in  the  com¬ 
putation  of  the  median  to  permit  comparisons. 

Number  of  bedrooms. — Only  rooms  intended  pri¬ 
marily  to  be  slept  in  were  counted  as  bedrooms.  A 
bed-living  room  or  a  den  intended  primarily  for  pur¬ 
poses  other  than  sleeping  was  not  counted  as  a  bed¬ 
room.  A  1-room  apartment,  therefore,  was  reported 
as  having  no  bedroom.  Also,  space  which  could  be 
made  into  bedrooms  (the  upper  floor  of  a  li-story 
house,  for  example)  was  not  counted  as  a  bedroom 
unless  it  was  finished  off  and  suitable  for  use  as 
living  quarters. 

Number  of  dwelling  units  in  structure . — A  struc¬ 
ture  either  stands  by  itself  or  has  vertical  walls 
dividing  it  from  all  other  structures.  The  count  of 
dwelling  units  in  a  structure  is  the  total  number  of 
units  in  the  structure,  including  both  occupied  and 
vacant  units.  A  structure  may  be  detached,  attached, 
or  semidetached.  A  detached  structure  has  open 
space  on  all  four  sides;  an  attached  structure  is 
one  of  a  row  of  three  or  more  adjoining  structures, 
or  is  a  structure  attached  to  a  nonresidential  struc¬ 
ture;  while  a  semidetached  structure  is  one  of  two 
adjoining  residential  structures,  each  with  open 
space  on  the  remaining  three  sides.  In  apartment 
developments,  each  building  with  open  space  on  all 
sides  is  considered  a  separate  structure. 

The  statistics  reflect  the  number  of  vacant 
dwelling  units  classified  by  the  number  of  dwelling 
units  in  the  structure  in  which  they  are  located, 
rather  than  on  the  number  of  residential  structures 
that  contain  vacant  units. 

In  the  1955  survey,  data  were  obtained  on  the 
number  of  dwelling  units  in  the  structure,  regard¬ 
less  of  the  type  of  structure  (detached,  attached. 


or  semidetached)  in  which  the  unit  was  located.  In 
the  1950  Census,  statistics  for  1-  and  2-dwelling- 
unit  structures  were  compiled  by  type  of  structure  as 
well  as  by  number  of  dwelling  units  in  the  structure. 

Duration  of  vacancy. — The  length  of  time  a 
dwelling  unit  was  vacant  was  computed  from  the  day 
the  unit  became  vacant  until  the  day  of  enumeration. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  time  period  is  not  the 
total  time  a  unit  remains  unoccupied  nor  the  time  a 
unit  has  been  in  a  particular  vacancy  status,  but  it 
is  the  duration  of  vacancy  up  to  the  day  of  enumer¬ 
ation.  For  newly  constructed  units,  it  represents 
the  time  period  since  the  date  when  the  unit  was 
considered  a  vacancy,  that  is,  when  construction  had 
reached  the  point  that  all  exterior  windows  and 
doors  were  installed  and  final  usable  floors  were  in 
place . 

The  time  intervals  used  in  the  tables  represent 
full  months,  calculated  from  a  date  in  the  month  to 
the  same  date  the  following  months.  For  example,  if 
the  unit  became  vacant  on  September  29  and  was  still 
vacant  on  the  day  of  enumeration,  November  17,  the 
time  reported  would  be  "1  to  2  months,"  meaning  that 
the  unit  had  been  vacant  for  more  than  one  month  but 
less  than  two  months.  Or  if  the  unit  became  vacant 
on  October  25  and  was  still  vacant  on  November  17, 
the  time  reported  would  be  "less  than  1  month." 

Monthly  rent . — The  monthly  rent  is  the  amount 
asked  for  the  unit  at  the  time  of  enumeration,  re¬ 
gardless  of  whether  it  is  to  include  furniture,- 
heating  fuel,  electricity,  cooking  fuel,  water,  or 
other  services.  If  the  amount  of  rent  were  to  vary 
during  the  year,  the  rent  reported  was  the  monthly 
amount  asked  at  the  time  of  enumeration.  The  data 
on  rent  for  this  report  are  limited  to  nonfarm 
available  vacant  dwelling  units  for  rent.  Rent  sta¬ 
tistics  are  not  provided  for  vacant  farm  dwelling 
units  because  of  the  difficulty  of  separating  the 
rental  for  the  dwelling  unit  from  the  rental  for  the 
entire  farm  unit. 

The  median  monthly  rent  of  the  dwelling  units 
is  the  rent  which  divides  the  series  into  two  equal 
parts,  one-half  of  the  units  with  rents  higher  than 
the  median  and  the  other  half  with  rents  lower  than 
the  median.  In  the  computation  of  the  median,  a 
continuous  distribution  was  assumed;  and  the  limits 
of  the  class  intervals  were  assumed  to  stand  at  the 
midpoints  of  the  1 -dollar  interval  between  the  end  of 
one  of  the  rent  groups  and  the  beginning  of  the  next. 
For  example,  the  limits  of  the  interval  designated 
$30  to  $39  were  assumed  to  be  $29.50  and  $39.50. 

Inclusion  of  utilities  in  rent. — The  utilities 
included  in  the  inquiry  were' heat,  light,  cooking 
fuel,  and  water.  The  statistics  reflect  whether  all 
or  not  all  of  these  utilities  are  provided  for  in 
the  amount  of  rent  asked  at  the  time  of  enumeration, 
not  what  could  be  provided  for  more  or  less  rent. 
Data  on  the  inclusion  of  utilities  are  limited  to 
nonfarm  available  vacant  units  for  rent. 
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Sale  price  of  1-dwel ling-unit  structures. — The 
sale  price  is  the  amount  asked  for  the  property.  In¬ 
cluding  the  structure  and  Its  land.  Value  data  are 
limited  to  vacant  nonfarm  units  In  1 -dwelling-unit 
structures,  without  business,  and  with  only  one 
dwelling  unit  Included  In  the  property.  The  statis¬ 
tics  on  sale  price  for  this  report  are  limited  to 
nonfarm  available  vacant  units  for  sale.  Values  for 
other  available  units  for  sale  are  not  provided  be¬ 
cause  they  would  reflect  varying  amounts  for  farm 
land,  business  uses,  or  for  more  than  one  dwelling 
unit  In  the  property. 

The  median  sale  price  of  the  dwelling  units  Is 
the  amount  which  divides  the  series  Into  two  equal 
parts,  one-half  of  the  units  with  prices  higher  than 
the  median  and  the  other  half  with  prices  lower  than 
the  median.  The  median  was  computed  on  the  basis  of 
more  detailed  tabulation  groups  than  are  shown  In 
the  tables  and  was  rounded  to  the  nearest  hundred 
dollars. 

SOURCE  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA 

The  estimates  for  1955  presented  in  this  report 
are  based  on  data  obtained  in  connection  with  the 
monthly  population  sample  survey  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census.  This  sample  Is  spread  over  230  sample  areas 
comprising  453  counties  and  independent  cities.  A 
total  of  24,000  to  26,000  dwelling  units  and  other 
living  quarters  were  designated  for  the  sample  dur¬ 
ing  each  of  the  three  months  covered  by  the  report. 
Of  this  total,  21,000  to  23,000  were  occupied  dwell¬ 
ing  units;  2,000  were  vacant  dwelling  units;  and  the 
remainder  were  units  which,  at  the  time  of  enumera¬ 
tion,  had  been  converted  to  commercial  use,  had  been 
demolished,  etc.,  or  were  not  living  quarters  within 
the  scope  of  the  survey.  Detailed  information  was 
obtained  for  each  vacant  unit  in  the  sample. 

The  data  for  1950  are  based  on  the  returns  of 
the  1950  Census  of  Housing,  and  represent  the  re¬ 
sults  of  a  complete  enumeration. 

Since  the  1955  statistics  presented  in  this 
report  are  based  on  a  sample,  they  are  subject  to 
sampling  variability  and  my  be  expected  to  differ 
from  results  that  would  have  been  obtained  from  a 
complete  count  in  which  identical  enumeration  tech¬ 
niques  were  employed.  The  standard  error  is  a  meas¬ 


ure  of  sampling  variability.  The  chances  are  about 
68  out  of  100  that  the  difference  due  to  sampling 
variability  between  an  estimate  and  the  figure  that 
would  have  been  obtained  from  a  complete  enumera¬ 
tion  is  less  than  the  standard  error.  The  chances 
are  about  95  out  of  100  that  the  difference  is  less 
than  twice  the  standard  error  and  about  99  out  of  100 
that  it  is  less  than  2i  times  the  standard  error. 

The  standard  errors  of  a  few  of  the  more  im¬ 
portant  statistics  are  shown  below.  To  illustrate: 
the  available  vacancy  rate  for  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  is  estimated  as  2.7  percent.  According 
to  the  table  below,  the  standard  error  of  this  esti¬ 
mate  is  about  0.1  percent.  The  chances  are,  there¬ 
fore,  about  68  out  of  100  that  a  complete  enumeration 
would  have  yielded  an  estimate  between  2.6  and  2.8 
percent. 

Table  B. — STANDARD  ERROR  OF  AVAILABLE  VACANCY  RATES 


(Range  of  68  chances  out  of  100) 


Region 

Rate  for 
quarter 

Standard 
error  of 
rate 

Quarter-to- 

quarter 

difference 

Standard 
error  of 
difference 

United  States . 

2.7 

0.1 

0.4 

0.1 

Northeast . 

1.6 

0.1 

0.2 

0.1 

North  Central . 

2.1 

0.2 

0.4 

0.1 

South . 

3.5 

0.2 

0.6 

0.2 

West . . . 

4.1 

0.4 

0.1 

0.5 

Comparison  of  characteristics  of  vacancies  for 
the  fourth  quarter  with  those  for  the  second  and 
third  quarters  1955  (Series  H-lll,  Nos.  1  and  2) 
reveals  that  many  of  the  differences  are  small.  A 
small  difference,  particularly  when  it  is  based  on  a 
small  subclass  of  vacant  dwelling  units,  should  be 
interpreted  with  care.  As  can  be  seen  from  the 
table  above,  the  sampling  variability  in  such  cases 
may  be  large  relative  to  the  difference. 

In  addition  to  sampling  variability,  the  data 
are  subject  to  biases  due  to  errors  of  response  and 
nonreporting.  Factors  affecting  accuracy  of  report¬ 
ing  are  the  respondent’s  knowledge  of  the  facts  and 
the  enumerator's  ability  to  obtain  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  and  classify  the  unit  with  respect  to  such  items 
as  condition,  seasonal  status,  number  of  rooms,  rent, 
sale  price,  and  the  like.  The  1950  data  also  are 
subject  to  such  possible  biases. 


Figure  1.— REGIONS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
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Figure  2.— STANDARD  METROPOLITAN  AREAS:  1950 
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